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The Municipality of Hastings Highlands 
P.O. Box 130, 33011 Hwy 62, Maynooth, ON K0L 2S0 
613 338-2811 Ext 277 Phone  
1-877-338-2818 Toll Free 
     
 
December 9, 2019          VIA EMAIL 
 
Ministry of the Attorney General 
McMurtry-Scott Building 
720 Bay St., 11th Floor 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 2S9 
attorneygeneral@ontario.ca 

Re: Joint and Several Liability Consultation – Town of Springwater Support 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

At its meeting on December 4, 2019 the Council of the Municipality of Hastings Highlands supported the 
Township of Springwater with the following resolution: 
 
Resolution 774-2019 

THAT Council supports the Township of Springwater in its concern for joint and several liability 
consultation. 

cc: 
Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Association of Ontario Municipalities (AMO) 
Ontario Municipalities 
Daryl Kramp, MPP, Hastings-Lennox and Addington 
Derek Sloan, MP, Hastings-Lennox and Addington 
Jeff Schmidt, Township of Springwater 

Encl: Correspondence – Joint and Several Liability Consultation – Township of Springwater 

Regards,  

Suzanne Huschilt 

 

Municipal Clerk 
shuschilt@hastingshighlands.ca 
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' www.springwater.caTownshipof
2231 Nursery Road

Minesing, Ontario
L9X 1A8 Canada

September 26, 2019

Ministry of the Attorney General
McMurtry-Scott Building
720 Bay Street, 11th Floor
Toronto ON, M7A 289

Re: Joint and Several Liability Consultation

Please be advised that in response to your letter dated July 12, 2019, the Township of
Springwater provides the following comments in regards to Joint and Several Liability.

1. Please describe the nature of the problem as you see it?

In response to the Province’s request for consultation, the Township has a significant
issue with Joint and Several Liability(JSL) and the impact it has on the municipality.

a. No Requirement of Proof

JSL is a tool that is used by the legal industry without any discretion to the point that this
municipality feels that its use is negligent and in fact unethical. Most law suits that
municipalities see are frivolous and vexations as lawyers cast their nets wide and
attempt to use shotgun justice for their clients that are more than often the sole cause of
a claim. A statement of claim does not require any proof that there is fault. A plaintiff
only has to state who they think is involved and a significant amount of court time is
spent determining who should be a party to thelegal claim.

b. No Consequence for Being Wrongly Identi?ed in a Statement of Claim

To add to this, there is no consequence that lawyers and their clients face for submitting
a claim against a municipality when it is clear that a municipality is not involved.
Municipalities incur significant administrative costs in managing these claims and the
municipalities and their insurers pay significant costs to go through a lengthy process to
prove that a claim was made in error (intentionally) only to find that avjudgesees no
reason to compensate a municipality for cost for incorrectly being named in a lawsuit by
a plaintiff. Municipalities are seen as having deep pockets by the legal industry as well
as the judicial system that makes decisions on these claims. Proof of innocence is
often furnished to the plaintiff and lawyer by a municipality immediately upon notification
of a pending legal action of statement of claim. This information is ignored by the
plaintiff's lawyer. A plaintiff and their lawyer should have to reimburse a municipality for

Phone: 705-728-4784 Administration Fax: 705-728-2759

136



all administrative and legal costs when the municipality is cleared of liability. Judges
rarely compensate municipalities for being wrongly named in a legal action.

A recent example from 2019 occurred when a statement of claim was made against the

Township of Springwater for an accident on a County Road (not the jurisdiction of

Springwater). After legal and administrative costs totaling more than $5,000,

Springwater was dismissed from the claim. Unfortunately no costs were assigned to the
plaintiff for wrongly naming Springwater in the statement of claim. The current system

is broken and Springwater tax payers are left paying the bill.

2. What are the problems that you need addressed to benefit your
community?

a. Ethical Standard of Due Diligence Required Before Submitting a Legal Action

Lawyer's representing plaintiff’sshould be required to submit documentation that

provides significant research into why a claim is being made and a municipality is being

named in a law suit. The claim should clearly prove authority and responsibility. The

current practice of naming every party under the sun in a legal claim is negligent and

unethical.

b. Frivolous and Vexatious Suits are Costing Taxpayers

The Township of Springwater is seeing a significant waste of administrative time and

cost in managing legal claims against the municipality that are predominantly frivolous

and vexatious due to JSL. Over the last seven years, the municipality has had 55

claims made against the municipality. These claims range from trips/falls resulting in
broken eyeglasses to cases that unfortunately involve loss of life. The Township has no
problem dealing with claims that the municipality is responsible for; however the
Township does have a problem dealing with claims it does not have any responsibility
for. Of the 55 claims against the municipality, 42 of these claims are frivolous and

vexatious. Claims that the municipality has no responsibility for. Over the past 7 years,
Springwater has paid more than $100,000 on these frivolous and vexatious claims as

they work themselves through the legal process. Many of these files are still open. This

does not include additional costs paid by Springwater’s insurance company that are

beyond the municipality’s deductible.

c. Negligent Legal Actions (Beyond Frivolous and Vexatious)

The Township of Springwater is currently named in 4 legal actions and an additional
legal action (recently abandoned) for claims that occurred in another municipality (no
where near Springwater). The Township is currently named in 3 claims that occurred in
the Township of Clearview west of Stayner and one claim in the Township of Brock that

have nothing to do with the Township. Springwater was named in a claim that occurred
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in Wasaga Beach that was abandoned recently. Allof these claims cost the
Springwater taxpayer in administrative and legal costs as they work their way through
the process.

d. Triage System for Claims

Before a claim makes it to a court date, the file should be triaged. It is at this stage that
negligent of frivolous and vexatious claims willbe filtered or thrown out. This process
will trigger the reimbursement of costs to municipalities by unethical law firms.

e. Law Society of Ontario Charges

Lawyers that use JSL in an unethical way should be charged by the Law Society of
Ontario. if a lawyer names a municipality in a legal action that should not be named,
these lawyers should be suspended and potentially lose their license to practice law.
There is a significant commonality when comparing frivolous and vexatious claims and
the law firms/lawyers that submit them. The current code of ethics of the Law Society of
Ontario should be updated by the Province to reprimand lawyers and law firms that
negligently use JSL. The Province of Ontario should be involved in creating a new
Code of Ethics for Ontario's legal industry.

3. Is it increased premiums? Rising deductibles?

A recent survey by CAO’s in Simcoe County shows that insurance premiums are going
up between 10% at the lowest to 59% being the highest in 2019. The Township of
Springwater experienced a 10.8% increase in its 2019 insurance renewal. The area
that typically sees an annual increase is related to the Municipal General Liabilityand
Excess Liabilitylines of the business. The municipality was advised by its insurance
broker that “over the past several years, insurance companies’ appetite for Municipal
Insurance has remained fairly stable. Insurance rates across all lines have seen only
modest increases intended to simply keep pace with inflationand the rising cost of
claims. Larger rate increases have been reserved for those accounts experiencing
adverse claims development; either in frequency or severity (or both). However,
starting in June 2018, the insurance market as a whole has shown clear signs of
“hardening”. Insurance companies for all sectors are putting stricter rules in place
regarding the amount and breadth of coverage they willprovide, and to which clients.
Since the overall insurance supply is being reduced, the demand for insurer capacity is
increasing, and as such, prices are elevating.”

The table below provides at a high level (includes all lines of coverage) the Township's
annual insurance premiums over the past five years.

138



$234,942 $247,262 $254,388 $274,936 $304,688

The Township continues to consult with its insurance broker in an effort to ensure that
Springwater’s constituents are receiving the best value for their tax dol ar; however, the
rising costs of insurance are not sustainable over the long run. Staff and its insurance
broker have looked at increasing our deductibles in an effort to reduce the overall
premium; however this has led to minimal reductions in the overall annual premium to
the Township.

4. Being unfairly named in lawsuits?

As detailed above, Springwater continues to be unfairly named in legal actions. Issues
here range from a complete absence of research by legal firms on causality to the
municipality being named in legal action in completely separate jurisdictions (other
municipalities).

5. Feeling you cannot offer certain services because of liability risks?

More recently, with the advice of the Township’s insurance broker, the Township has
changed the way in which it delivers some of its recreational programs/services,
especially as it relates to children’s programs/activities. For example, the Township in
partnership with its Community Recreation Associations willhost a number of
community based events throughout the year, which includes chi|dren’s activities. In
order to allow inflatable Bouncy castles at community events, the Township now
requires theservice provider to indemnify the Township and to also provide staff to
monitor the safety of participants while in the inflatable Bouncy castle. Some vendors
are reluctant to take on this risk.

_

Thank you for allowing the Township to participate in this consultation. We are open to
further dialogue should you feel it necessary.

/,
o

Jeff Schmidt, CPA, CGA, B.A.S.
Chief Administrative Officer

Cc: Ontario Municipalities
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COUNCIL CALENDAR 
December 2019 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
 

3 
 
6pm Council 

4 5 6 
 
1pm Sp Council 
(Strat Plan) 

7 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
6pm Sp Council 
Budget 

11 
 

12 
 
10am Sp Council 
(training) 

13 14 

15 16 17 
 
8am CEDC 
6pm Council 

18 
 
5:30 pm CoA 

19 
 
9am Fin & Pol 

20 21 

22 23 24 
 
Office Closes at 
12:00 pm 
 
Christmas Eve 

25 
 
Office Closed 
 
Christmas Day 

26 
 
Office Closed 
 
Boxing Day 

27 
 
Office Closed 

28 

29 30 
 
Office Closed 

31 
 
Office Closed 
 
New Year’s Eve 
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COUNCIL CALENDAR 
January 2020 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 
 

1 
 
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 
 
12:30pm Ag 
6pm Council 

15 
 
3pm AAC 
5:30pm CoA 

16 
 
9am Fin& Pol 
6pm Sp Council 
(Budget) 

17 18 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
ROMA Toronto 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
ROMA Toronto 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
ROMA Toronto

22 
 
 
5pm Heritage 

23 
 

24 25 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:30am CPAC 
3pm Parks & Rec 
6pm Council 
 
 

29 30 31  
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THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MISSISSIPPI MILLS 
 

BY-LAW NO. 19-124 
 
 

BEING a by-law to establish fees and charges for services provided by the Municipality 
of Mississippi Mills. 
 
WHEREAS Section 391 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S. O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
authorizes a municipality by by-law to impose fees or charges on persons for services 
or activities provided or done by or on behalf of the municipality and for the use of the 
municipality’s property; and 
 
WHEREAS the Planning Act, being Chapter P. 13 R.S.O., 1990 as amended, provides 
that Council may prescribe a tariff of fees for the processing of applications made in 
respect of planning matters; and 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to the Building Code Act, 1992, S.O. 1992 c 23 as amended, 
Council may require the payment of fees on applications for and issuance of building 
permits and prescribing the amounts thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS the Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi Mills deems it expedient to 
update the fees and charges to be collected by the various departments of the 
Corporation of the Municipality of Municipality of Mississippi Mills; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi 
Mills enacts as follows: 
 
1. That Schedule “A” attached to this by-law sets out the fees and charges for The 

Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi Mills and forms part of this by-law. 
 

2. That any portion of a fee or charge that remains unpaid beyond the date fixed for 
payment shall bear interest at the rate of 1.25% after thirty (30) days and each 
month thereafter until such fee or charge is paid in full. 

 
3. That the Treasurer shall add unpaid fees and charges imposed by the 

municipality to the tax roll and collect them in the same manner as municipal 
taxes. 

 
4. That where this by-law established a fee and charge for a fee that also exists in 

another by-law that predates the effective date of this by-law, the fee and charge 
in this by-law shall be the applicable fee and charge and the other by-law is 
hereby effectively amended. 

 
5. That By-law No. 19-25 shall be and is hereby repealed on December 31, 2019. 
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6. That this by-law and all fees and charges for services set out in Schedule “A” 
shall come into force and take effect on January 1, 2020. 
 
 

BY-LAW READ, passed, signed and sealed in open Council this 17th day of December, 
2019. 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________
Christa Lowry, Mayor Jeanne Harfield, Acting Clerk 
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SCHEDULE “A” TO BY-LAW 19-124 
 

    FEE AND CHARGES 
 

ADMINISTRATION   

AFFIDAVITS 

Commissioning of Oaths  
 

 ................................................................................... $15.00

GENERAL  

Copies-paper or digital (up to a maximum 
11” X 17” size, larger sizes charged as 
my be required by outsourcing) 

 ...................................................  (per page) $0.25 plus HST 

Community Maps  .......................................................................... (each) $5.35

Municipal Pins  .......................................................................... (each) $2.00

NSF Charges (Applicable for all 
Municipal Fees and Charges) 

 ................................................................................... $30.00

Tax Certificate  ................................................................................... $50.00

Water Certificate  ................................................................................... $50.00

Municipal Office Room Rental  during business hours ....................... $25.00/hour plus HST 

 outside office hours ....... $25.00/hour + $25/hour for staffing 

plus HST 

Retail Holiday Business Act Exemption 
Application Fee 

 ................................................................. $100.00 plus HST

Election Signs Removal Fee  ............................................................................ $25.00/sign

ACCESS TO INFORMATION  (FOI) 

FOI Requests 
(fees regulated by Province) 

application fee .............................................................. $5.00
record preparation and search time ........... (per ¼ hr)  $7.50
photocopies ................................................. (per page) $0.20
computer programming time ..................... (per ½ hr) $60.00
diskettes and CDs ...................................... (per disk) $10.00
other fees charged (e.g. courier costs) ............... as invoiced
fees estimated over $100.00 ............................. 50% deposit

VITAL STATISTICS 

Burial Permits  ........................................................................ (each) $10.00

Marriage License   ................................................................................. $150.00  

LICENCING 

Liquor License Board of Ontario - 
Municipal Clearance 

  .................................................................................. $35.00

Lottery Bingo (per event) ........................................ 3% of prize value
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ADMINISTRATION   

(fees regulated by AGCO) Raffle (per event) ....................................... 3% of prize value
Nevada (per box) ....................................... 3% of prize value

Mobile Canteen  License ..................................................................... $750.00 
Transfer ...................................................................... $50.00  

Seasonal Stand  License ..................................................................... $750.00 
Transfer ...................................................................... $50.00  

Seasonal Produce/ Farm Produce Stand 
 

License ..................................................................... $300.00 
Each Additional License ............................................. $50.00 
Transfer ...................................................................... $50.00

Taxi Operator License ...................................................... $100.00
Vehicle License ........................................................ $100.00
Driver License ............................................................ $50.00
License Transfer ........................................................ $10.00
License Plate Replacement ....................................... $15.00

CANINE CONTROL 

Dog Tags 

(all tags expire December 31st each year) 
 Spayed/Neutered ...................................................... $20.00
 Not Spayed/Neutered ................................................ $30.00
 Microchip (proof required) ......................................... $15.00

Replacement Tag  ..................................................................................... $5.00

Kennel License  
(tags for each dog will be provided at no 
additional cost) 

 ................................................................................. $100.00

Service Dogs  Exempt from fees but must register with the Municipality, 
proof required 

Impound Fee  ................................................................................. $100.00
 

 

PUBLIC WORKS (plus applicable HST) 

Entrance Permit Fee  ................................................................................. $100.00 
Property Identification Sign/Post  ................................................................................. $185.00 
Property Identification Post Replacement  ................................................................................... $90.00 
Property Identification Sign Replacement  ................................................................................... $75.00 
Tile Drainage Inspection Fee  ................................................................................. $200.00 

Water Connection Inspection (new 
development) 

 ................................................................................... $50.00 

Sewer Connection Inspection (new 
development) 

 ................................................................................... $50.00 

Turn water on or off (seasonal or outside 
business hours) 

 ................................................................................... $50.00 

Bulk Water Sales  ................ $15.00 per 1,000 gallons plus $30 connection fee 
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Water Meter  5/8” x 3/4”meter ($424.78 plus HST) ........................ $480.00 
3/4” meter ($469.03 plus HST) ................................. $530.00 
1” meter ($570.80 plus HST) .................................... $645.00 
1.5” meter positive displacement($911.51 plus HST)
 ................................................................................ $1,030.00 
2” meter positive displacement($1,070.80 plus HST)
................................................................................ $1,210.00

GARBAGE AND RECYCLE  

Garbage Tags  .......................................................................... (each) $2.00 

Composter  ................................................................................... $40.00 

Blue Box  
new residents and replacements 
 to purchase  

 
 .............................................................................. no charge 
 ..................................................................................... $8.00 

 
 

FIRE 
All rates are subject to HST. 
Compliance Letters 
Fire Reports 
(non-property owners/tenants) 
 

…. .............................................................................. $65.00
 ................................................................................... $65.00

Inspections  Special Occasion Permit ........................................... $65.00
 Liquor License .......................................................... $65.00
 Home Daycare ......................................................... $65.00
 Mobile Canteen / Seasonal Stand ............................ $65.00

Vehicle fire, danger of fire extrication, environmental spill or other emergency – per vehicle requiring 
responses (non-property owners/tenants) 

  ....................................................................................................................................... current MTO rates
 
Vehicle fire, danger of fire extrication, environmental spill or other emergency – all other costs incurred 
by the Fire Department associated with fire suppression and investigation 

 ................................................................................................................ at cost and supported by invoices
 

Hazardous Materials Spill/Clean Up 
Total replacement cost for any contaminated or damaged equipment or materials used in the clean-up of 
hazardous materials and the approved disposal of equipment or materials according to the direction of 
the controlling Federal or Provincial Ministry. 
 ........................................................................................................................................ current MTO rates

 

Open Air Burning 
Fires resulting from contravention of the Open Air Burning By-Law or failure to extinguish a fire once 
ordered to do so by the Fire Department shall, in addition to any penalty provided in the Open Air 
Burning By-law  be liable to the Municipality for all expenses incurred for the purpose of investigating, 
controlling and extinguishing the fire including but not limited to materials, equipment rentals, a per 
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vehicle charge and labour costs. 
 
 ................................................................................................................ at cost and supported by invoices

 ........................................................................................................................................ current MTO rates

 
Additional Expenses  
If as a result of a Fire and Emergency Services (i) response to an emergency including a motor vehicle 
incident, or (ii) carry out any of its duties or functions the Fire Chief or Deputy Fire Chief determines that 
it is necessary to incur additional expenses, retain a private contractor, rent special equipment not 
normally carried on a fire apparatus or use more materials than are carried on a fire apparatus 
(“Additional Services”) in order to suppress or extinguish a fire, preserve property, prevent a fire from 
spreading, control and eliminate an emergency, carry out or prevent damage to equipment owned by the 
Corporation or otherwise carry out the duties and functions of the Fire Department, the owner of the 
property requiring or causing the need for the Additional Services shall be charged the costs to provide 
the Additional Services including all applicable taxes.  Property shall mean personal and real property. 
 
 ................................................................................................................ at cost and supported by invoices

Fire Hall Room Rental 
 ............................................................................................... $25.00/hour plus HST (During Office Hours)

 ................................... $25.00/hour + $25/hour for staffing, if required plus HST (Outside of Office Hours)

 
 

POLICE  

The following fees are administered by the Lanark County Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP).  

First false alarm in any calendar year 
 
Second false alarm in any calendar year 
 
Third false alarm and any thereafter in a 
12 month period 

 .............................................................................. no charge 
 
 .............................................................................. no charge 
 
 ................................................................................. $200.00 

 
 
 

PLANNING  

Official Plan Amendment   ......................................................................... ...$3,500.00 

Zoning  

 

Minor Amendment 

(includes surplus farm dwellings; 
conditions of approval on previous 
applications; garden suites or accessory 
apartments; or amendment to zone or 
general provisions) 
 

 

 

 ...........................................................................  $2,000.00 
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Major Amendment (all other applications) 
  
Temporary Use Extension 

Lift of Holding Provision 

 ...........................................................................  $3,500.00 

 ...........................................................................  $2,000.00 

 ..............................................................................  $650.00 

Joint Official Plan & Zoning 
Amendment 

 ............................................................................ $4,500.00 

Minor Variance  ............................................................................... $800.00 

 

Site Plan Control  

Major 

Minor 

Red Line Amending 

 

 ...........................................................................  $2,600.00 

 ...........................................................................  $1,600.00 

 ...........................................................................  $1,600.00 

Land Division 

Consent 

Plan of Subdivision 

Plan of Condominium 

Redline Change 

Lifting Part Lot Control 

Lifting of 1 ft. Reserves 

Extension of Draft Approval 

Subdivision Amendment Agreement 

 

 

 ..............................................................................  $875.00 

 ...........................................................................  $4,000.00 

 ...........................................................................  $3,000.00 

 ...........................................................................  $1,000.00 

 ...........................................................................  $1,000.00 

 ...........................................................................  $1,000.00 

 ..............................................................................  $800.00 

 ..............................................................................  $800.00 

 

Cash-in-lieu of Parking  .................................................................. $3,000.00/space 

Agreements 

Encroachments 

Private Road 

Secondary Dwelling 

Miscellaneous Development  

(condition of approval) 

Pre-Servicing 

 

 ..............................................................................  $800.00 

 ...........................................................................  $1,000.00 

 ..............................................................................  $800.00 

 ..............................................................................  $800.00 

 

 ...........................................................................  $1,000.00 
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Zoning Compliance Report  ............................................................................... $200.00 

Zoning Certificate  ............................................................................... $100.00 

File Reactivation Fee (inactive for more 
than 12 months) 

 ...................................................... 50% of the Original Fee 

 

Green Energy Applications 

 

Radio Telecommunications 
Concurrence Letter 

 ............................................................................ $1,500.00 

 

 ............................................................................ $1,500.00 

 

Heritage Permits 

Request of Amendment to Designating 
By-law by Owner 

 ............................................................................... $800.00 

 

 

Additional Expenses  
Applicants may be required to pay additional fees for review, reports, and consultation with public 
agencies including but not limited to; the Leeds, Grenville & Lanark District Health Unit, Mississippi 
Valley Conservation Authority, County of Lanark, Utility Companies, and Federal and Provincial 
Ministries. 

 

Applications requiring the submission of supporting studies, briefs, and reports may be subject to peer 
review by professional consultants retained by the Municipality.  Any incurred legal or professional fees 
shall be invoiced to the Applicant at the close of the file or the fiscal year end whichever comes first. 

 

 ………………………………………………………………………….. at cost and supported by invoices 

 
 
 

BUILDING  

Minimum Building Permit Fee ……………………………………………………..…$125.00 

 
 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING FEES 
Dwellings 

Single Family (≤ 3.200 sq. ft.) 

Townhome/Semi (≤ 2,500 sq. ft.) 

Apartment Dwelling (≤ 1,500 sq. ft.)  

Seasonal (≤ 600 sq. ft. –
foundation/plumbing,/HVAC/Insulation extra) 

 

Dwellings over the prescribed maximum will 
be subject to additional charges  

 

 .......................................................................... ..$3,200.00

 ............................................................... $2,500.00 per unit

 ............................................................... $1,500.00 per unit

 ............................................................................... $600.00

 

 

 .......................................................................... $0.50/sq. ft.

Accessory Dwellings 

Coach House  

 

 ............................................................................ $2,500.00

149



 

 

Apartment Unit (or second dwelling in a 
house) 

 ............................................................................ $1,500.00

Structures 

Accessory Building (new or additions) 

No foundation 

Below Grade Foundation 

Garage (attached/detached) 

Heated 

Unheated 

Deck/Landing/Porch 

Floating, no below grade foundation 

With below grade foundation 

With covered roof 

 

 

 

 ............................................................................... $150.00

 ............................................................................... $250.00

 

 ............................................................................... $250.00

 ............................................................................... $300.00

 

 ............................................................................... $150.00
 ............................................................................... $250.00
 ............................................................................... $300.00
 

Alterations 

Additions-New Above Grade Living Space 
(foundation/plumbing,/HVAC/Insulation extra) 

 

Basement Finishing (plumbing extra) 

Foundation (new) 

Foundation (structural or other repair) 

Plumbing  

HVAC or Solid Fuel Burning Device  

Insulation 

 

Renovation to existing building 

 

 .......................................................................... $1.00/sq. ft.

 

 

 ............................................................................... $250.00

 ............................................................................... $150.00

 ............................................................................... $125.00

 ............................................................................... $125.00

 ............................................................................... $125.00

 ............................................................................... $125.00

 

 .......................................... 2% of the Value of Construction

COMMERCIAL or INDUSTRIAL or INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING FEES 

Buildings new or additions 

(Group A, B, D, E, & F Occupancies) 
 .......................................................................... $1.00/sq. ft.

Fabric/Coverall Buildings/Tents  .......................................... 2% of the Value of Construction

Air Support Structure/Dome  ............................................................................ $4,500.00

Alterations/Renovation/Interior Fit Up to 
existing buildings Group A, B, D, E & F 
occupancies 

 

 .......................................... 2% of the Value of Construction

Pre-Fab Storage/Warehouse Structures 

<1,500 sq. ft. 

1,500-2,999 sq. ft. 

>3,000 sq. ft. 

 

 ............................................................................... $600.00
 ............................................................................... $800.00
 ............................................................................ $1,200.00
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C-Can or Repurposed Vehicle (not modified) 

No Foundation 

Below Grade Foundation 

C-Can or Repurposed Vehicle (Modified) 

 

 ............................................................................... $150.00
 ............................................................................... $250.00
 ........................................................ See Pre-Fab Structure

AGRICULTURAL BUILDING FEES 

Conventional Barns/sheds/grain bins 

≤ 592 sq. ft. 

>592 sq. ft.  

 

 ............................................................................... $150.00

 ............................................................................... $250.00

Manure Storage/Digesters  ............................................................................... $300.00

Fabric/Coverall Storage, grain bin  ............................................................................... $150.00
 

Engineered Farm Buildings  ................................................................................. $600.00
 

MISCELLANEOUS BUILDING FEES and CHARGES 

Conditional Building Permit Agreement  ............................................................................... $200.00

Demolition Permit  .......................................... 2% of the Value of Construction

Private Pool or Hot Tub 

 
 ............................................................................... $150.00

Change of Use Permit + Fees required for 
construction 

 ............................................................................... $125.00

Renewal of Permit (Re-inspection fees extra) 

1st renewal 

2nd renewal 

3rd renewal 

4th renewal 

5th renewal 

Each year after the 5th renewal 

 

 ............................................................................... $125.00

 ............................................................................... $250.00

 ............................................................................... $375.00

 ............................................................................... $500.00

 ............................................................................... $625.00

 ....................................... Double previous year renewal fee

Occupancy/Use Certificate Inspection  ............................................................................... $125.00

Alterations/Revisions to Permits or Submitted 
Plans 

 ............................................................................... $125.00

Limiting Distance Agreement  ............................................................................... $200.00

Re-Inspection (per inspection, where previous 
inspection failed or was deemed not 
complete/not ready) 

 ............................................................................... $125.00

Permit Transfer to new Owner  ............................................................................... $125.00

Construction without a permit surcharge fee 

Major 
Minor 

*Applied at the discretion of the CBO 

 

 ........................................................... $2,000.00  maximum
 ............................................................... $500.00 maximum
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Registration of an Order or Agreement on the 
property title 

………………………….. . at cost and supported by invoices

Application of alternative solution base 
evaluation by CBO 

Third party evaluation fee, as required 

 ............................................................... $300.00 maximum

 

………………………….. . at cost and supported by invoices

 

Access to Building Permit Records per 
property (reproduction costs extra) 

 

 ................................................................................. $75.00

Building fees added to property tax roll ………………………..24% surcharge on outstanding fees 

SIGN PERMIT FEES 

Fascia / Awning/ Banner/ Sidewalk  ............................................................................... $125.00

Sidewalk sign (annual renewal)  ................................................................................. $60.00

Billboard sign  ............................................................................... $500.00

Portable / Trailer sign  ............................................................................... $300.00

Ground mount pedestal sign  ............................................................................... $125.00

Sign Variance  ............................................................................... $250.00

 
 

 

DAY CARE (fee per day) 

Infant Program 
Full-time 
Part-time 

 
 ................................................................................... $63.00 
 ................................................................................... $68.00 

Toddler Program 
Full-time 
Part-time 

 
 ................................................................................... $53.00 
 ................................................................................... $58.00 

Preschool Program 
Full-time 
Part-time 
 

 
 ................................................................................... $45.00 
 ................................................................................... $48.00 

Kindergarten Program 
Before & After School 
Before or After School 
Before & After School – Part-time 
Before or After School – Part-time 
Full Day  
 

 
 ................................................................................... $24.00 
 ................................................................................... $19.00 
 ................................................................................... $26.00 
 ................................................................................... $21.00 
 ................................................................................... $37.00 

School Age Program 
Before & After Full Time 
Before or After Full Time 

 
 ................................................................................... $22.00 
 ................................................................................... $17.00 
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Before & After Part Time 
Before or After Part Time 
Full Day 
 

 ................................................................................... $24.00 
 ................................................................................... $19.00 
 ................................................................................... $35.00 

  
ALMONTE OLD TOWN HALL  

AUDITORIUM 
All rates are subject to HST. 

Rental Fees Resident/Community 
Group 
 
Morning 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
Monday – Sunday 
 
Afternoon 12 noon – 4:00 p.m. 
Monday –Sunday 
 
Evening 4:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. 
Monday- Thursday and Sunday 
 
Friday and Saturday  

 
 
 
 

 ................................................................................... $36.75 
 
 
 ................................................................................... $67.00 
 
 
 ................................................................................. $100.00 
 
 ................................................................................. $130.00 
 
 ...........  + Cleaning Fee (if applicable) - $75 (50-125 people) 

     $100 (125+ people) 
(charged post event )

 ...............................................................  + improvement fee  
$2 per ticket or 50% of rental rate for non-ticketed events 

Rental Fees Non Resident 
 
Morning 8:00 a.m.– 12 noon  
Monday – Sunday 
 
Afternoon 12 noon – 4:00 p.m. 
Monday – Friday 
Saturday and Sunday 
 
Evening 4:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. 
Monday – Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday and Saturday 
Sunday 

 
 
 ................................................................................... $55.00 
 
 
 ................................................................................... $80.00 
 ................................................................................. $115.00 
 

 
 ................................................................................. $100.00 
 ................................................................................. $130.00 
 ................................................................................. $190.00 
 ................................................................................. $100.00 
 
 ...........  + Cleaning Fee (if applicable) - $75 (50-125 people) 

     $100 (125+ people) 
(charged post event )

 ...............................................................  + improvement fee  
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$2 per ticket or 50% of rental rate for non-ticketed events
Wedding Reception/ 
Private Function 

 
 ................................................................................ $675.00 

Equipment Rental 
 
Stage Lights 
Spot Light 
Panels & Track Lights 
Projector and Screen 
Sound Equipment – Full Complement 
Sound Equipment Small Sound Set-up 

 

 ................................................................................ $100.00 
 .................................................................................. $25.00 
 ................................................................................ $100.00 
 .................................................................................. $25.00 
 ................................................................................ $250.00 
 ................................................................................ $100.00 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 
  
Resident Community/ Affiliate Group 
 
Private/Commercial Function 
(e.g. wedding, reception, meeting, staff 
function) 

 
 
 ....................................... $15.00/ hour (minimum 3 hr rental) 
   
 ......................................................................... $25.00/ hour 

 
  

RECREATION   

 
ICE RENTAL RATES 
All ice rental rates are an hourly rate and are subject to HST. 
Prime Time – Minor Resident  .................................................................................. $134.00 
Non Prime Time – Minor Resident  .................................................................................. $111.00 
Prime Time – Adult Resident  .................................................................................. $188.00 
Non Prime Time – Adult Resident  .................................................................................. $156.00 
Prime Time – Non Resident  .................................................................................. $224.00 
Non Prime Time – Non Resident  .................................................................................. $191.00 
Tournament Rate – Minor Sports  .................................................................................. $134.00 
Tournament Rate – Adult Resident  .................................................................................. $151.00 
Tournament Rate – Broomball  .................................................................................. $131.00 
Tournament Rate – Adult 
Non- Resident 

 .................................................................................. $224.00 

 
SLAB RENTAL RATES 
All slab rental rates are subject to HST. 
Monday – Thursday  ............................................................................... $39.00/hr 
Friday – Sunday  
Rec Bar/no alcohol 

 
 ............................................................................... $64.00/hr 

Friday – Sunday  
Client Bar 

 
 ............................................................................. $118.00/hr 

Service Club/Non-Profit 
Rec Bar/no alcohol 

 
 ................................................................... $482.00/booking 

Service Club/Non-Profit 
Client Bar 

 
 ................................................................... $656.00/booking 
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Resident – Rec Bar/no alcohol  ................................................................... $482.00/booking 
Resident – Client Bar  ................................................................... $803.00/booking 
Non Resident – Rec Bar/no alcohol  ................................................................... $566.00/booking 
Non Resident – Client Bar  ................................................................ $1,048.00/booking  
 
HALL  RENTAL RATES 
All hall rental rates are subject to HST. 

Monday – Thursday         ........................................................................... $35.00/hr 
Friday – Sunday 
Rec Bar/no alcohol          

 
 ........................................................................... $62.00/hr 

Friday – Sunday              
Client Bar 

 
 ......................................................................... $122.00/hr 

Resident – Rec Bar/no alcohol  ................................................................ $291.00/booking 
Resident – Client Bar  ................................................................ $584.00/booking 
Non Resident – Rec Bar/no alcohol  ................................................................ $328.00/booking 
Non Resident – Client Bar  ................................................................ $617.00/booking 
 
CEDAR HILL SCHOOL HOUSE HALL  RENTAL RATES 
All hall rental rates are subject to HST.
Daily excluding heat        ............................................................................... $84.00 
Daily including heat   ............................................................................. $106.00 
Hourly rental (1/2 day or less)  ........................................................................... $22.00/hr 
 
BASEBALL DIAMOND RENTAL RATES 
All rental rates are subject to HST. 
Hourly Rental (No lights required)  ........................................................................... $16.00/hr 
Hourly Rental (Lights required)  ........................................................................... $20.00/hr 
 
BAR BEVERAGE RATES/BEVERAGE 
All rates include HST 
Beer  ................................................................................. $5.25 
Liquor  ................................................................................. $5.25 
Coolers  ................................................................................. $6.25 
Wine (per glass)  ................................................................................. $5.25 
Wine (per bottle)  ............................................................................... $18.00 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
BANNER INSTALLATION 
Per sign subject to HST 
Non Profit Groups/Events  ............................................................................. $150.00 
For Profit Groups/Event  ............................................................................. $200.00 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MISSISSIPPI MILLS 
 

BY-LAW NO. 19-125 
 
BEING a by-law of the Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi Mills to establish 
procedures regarding the sale of land; 
 
WHEREAS Section 270 (1)1 of the Municipal Act, 2001 (S.O. 2001, c.25), requires a 
municipality to adopt and maintain policies with respect to the sale and other disposition 
of land; 
 
AND WHEREAS Section 270 (1)5 requires the municipality to adopt and maintain 
policies with respect to the manner in which it will try to ensure that it is accountable to 
the public for its actions, and the manner in which the municipality will try to ensure that 
its actions are transparent to the public; 
 
AND WHEREAS this by-law sets out how property will be sold or disposed of and 
provide a transparent process; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi Mills 
from time to time, may wish to sell or dispose of surplus land; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi 
Mills enacts as follows: 
 

1. DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purposes of this by-law: 
 

a) “Abutting Land” in the case of the disposal of a closed road or highway, abutting 
land refers to a property that is immediately to the side of the road or highway, 
but does not include a property which touches either end of the road or highway. 
With respect to any other land disposal, abutting land is any real property which 
touches the Municipality’s land parcel. 
 

b) “CAO” means the Chief Administrative Officer of the Municipality, or their 
delegate. 
 

c) “Developed Parkland” means municipal lands which are regularly maintained by 
the Municipality containing playing fields, play apparatuses, passive decorative 
gardens and/or a variety of ornamental tree specimens, opened natural green 
space used for nature trails, community recreational, cultural and leisure 
facilities.  

 
d) “Non-viable Land” means land that is deemed as being a potential liability to the 

Municipality and is determined to be of a size, shape or nature for which there is 
no general demand or market. 
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e) "Sale" includes a lease of twenty-one years or longer. 
 

f) “Surplus Land” means all viable land owned by the Municipality that is not 
required to meet the current or future program or operational needs of the 
Municipality. Developed parkland shall not be included in “surplus lands”. 
 

g) “Market Value” means the highest price a willing buyer would pay and a willing 
seller would accept, both parties being fully informed, and the real property being 
marketed for a reasonable period of time. 
 

h) "Municipality" means the Corporation of the Municipality of Mississippi Mills. 
 

i) “Registered Owner” means the owner last identified on the Municipal Tax 
Assessment Roll. 
 

j) “Viable Land” means land which can be granted a building permit for 
development purposes. 

 
2. COMMON PROCEDURES FOR THE DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS LAND 
 

a) Council shall adopt and maintain a registry of lands surplus to the needs of the 
Municipality as Schedule “A” of this bylaw.  Such maintenance may include the 
addition or removal of lands from the registry in consultation with the CAO and 
senior staff. 

i. In each case, Council will identify whether the land included on the registry 
is deemed to be a viable or non-viable asset. 

 
b) The CAO shall obtain an appraisal of the fair market value of the surplus land 

unless exclusion of an appraisal is authorized by resolution of Council: 
 

i. an appraisal obtained on a group of properties or on an individual property 
within the same zone of the surplus lands, may be used as the basis of 
calculating the fair market value of the subject site provided: 

1) such original appraisal has been obtained not more than three 
(3)   years prior to the acceptance of an offer to purchase; and  
2) the Committee of the Whole is satisfied the original appraisal is 
an appropriate base for such calculation.  
 

c) The CAO shall ensure public notice is given of the proposed sale or disposition in 
the following manner: 
 

i. Written notice is provided to the registered owner of abutting land by 
registered mail; 

ii. Notice, as described in Schedule “C” of this bylaw, is posted on the 
Municipality’s website for a period of not less than 14 days; 
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iii. Notice, as described in Schedule “C” of this bylaw, is posted in a newspaper 
that, in the opinion of the CAO, is of sufficient general circulation in the 
Municipality to give the public reasonable notice of the sale; 

iv. Is posted within the Committee of the Whole-Council agenda package in 
the form of a staff report.  

 
3. SALE BY REQUEST OF PURCHASER 
 

a) Where the Municipality is approached by an interested purchaser to divest of a 
parcel of land, a written request by the purchaser will be directed to the CAO.  
The letter must contain the following information: 
 

i. The Municipal Address of the individual; 
ii. Contact information for the purchaser; 
iii. Reasons for the request to purchase the land including the proposed or 

intended use; 
iv. The address, legal description, or parcel map of the lands; 

 
b) The CAO will verify that the lands in question are owned by the Municipality and 

that they are included on the registry of surplus lands and declared to be a non-
viable asset. 
 

c) If the lands are deemed to be surplus to the needs of the organization, the CAO 
will respond to the purchaser and continue with the disposal of the lands in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 2 c) and d) and Section 5 c) and d). 
 

d) If the lands are deemed to be necessary to the needs of the organization, the 
CAO will respond to the purchaser to confirm that the lands are not deemed 
surplus. 
 

4. SALE BY SEALED TENDER 
 

a) The notice of sale of surplus lands by tender shall be provided in accordance with 
the common procedure of Section 2. 
 

b) Standard procedures for opening of sealed tenders shall be followed. 
 

c) The CAO shall present a summary of all tenders received to the first meeting of 
Committee of the Whole following the opening of tenders. The Committee shall 
make their recommendation to Council in open session. 
 

d) Council shall confirm the sale of the land to the purchaser with the adoption of 
the appropriate by-law. 

 
5. SALE OF LAND (MARKETED) 
 

a) When Council deems it appropriate, an agreement to market certain land within 
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the Town, may be signed with one or more Real Estate Agencies with a business 
address in the Town. 
 

b) The CAO shall negotiate the sale of the subject land(s) and present Agreements 
of Purchase and Sale to the Committee of the Whole in camera for consideration.  
The Committee shall make their recommendation to Council in open session. 
 

c) The Council shall then give notice to the public of the proposed sale of the land. 
Notice 
to the public shall be provided in the manner outlined in the Municipality’s Notice 
By-law. 
 

d) Council shall confirm the sale of the subject land with the adoption of the 
appropriate by-law.  
 

e) Upon completion of the sale, if appropriate, the successful realtor shall be paid 
the applicable commission for the sale of the subject land. 
 

 
6. DISPOSITION OF NON-VIABLE LAND 
 

a) When Council deems that land is “non-viable”, an agreement may be reached 
with an abutting land owner or owners for transfer of the lands.  Council will 
determine on a case by case basis whether transfer of the lands shall be required 
to one or all abutting land owners, though for zoning compliance reasons it shall 
be required that the land be transferred to an abutting land owner(s).   
 

b) Where the disposition of “non-viable” land is initiated by the Municipality: 
 

v. The Municipality shall write to all adjacent landowners to declare the 
Municipality’s intention to dispose of the “non-viable” land. 

 
vi. The Municipality shall inquire if each adjacent landowner has an interest in 

the “non-viable” land requesting a response within 28 days. 
 

c) “Non-viable” lands transferred to an abutting land owner will be subject to an 
application for consent for the purpose of a lot addition in accordance with 
Section 51 of the Planning Act.   
 

i. Where the transfer is initiated by the Municipality, the Municipality will waive 
the Municipal Consent application fee and will evenly cost-share the 
associated costs of the survey and land transfer taxes and legal fees. 
 

ii. Where the transfer is initiated by the purchaser, the purchaser will be 
responsible for all costs associated with the transaction including but not 
limited to: the survey, the consent application fees, land transfer taxes and 
legal fees. 
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d) The CAO shall negotiate the disposition of the “non-viable” land and present 

Agreements of Purchase and Sale to the Committee of the Whole in camera for 
consideration.  The Committee shall make a recommendation to Council in open 
session. 

 
e) Council shall confirm the transfer of the “non-viable” land with the adoption of the 

appropriate by-law.  
 

7. NOTICE ON CLOSING AND SALE OF A PUBLIC HIGHWAY 
 

a) The provisions for giving Notice on the closing and sale of a public highway, 
which is surplus land to the requirements of the Municipality, shall be provided in 
accordance with the Municipality’s Notice By-law.  
 

8. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
 

a) The CAO may issue a certificate verifying compliance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Act in the form of Schedule “B” 

 
 

9. REPEAL  
 

a) By-law No. 09-41 is hereby repealed in its entirety. 
 
 
BY-LAW read, passed, signed and sealed in open Council this 17th day of December, 
2019. 
 
 
 
_____________________     _______________________ 
Christa Lowry, Mayor     Jeanne Harfield, Acting Clerk 
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