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7 Paterson Street 
Paterson Street is an urban municipal collector street with sidewalks on both sides of the road and a right-of-way that varies 
between 12 m and 21 m up to Robert Hill Street. The street is generally narrow, which restricts opportunities for cycle lanes or 
cycle tracks without full road reconstruction and property widening. The TMP has identified the need to protect for a 24m ROW. 
The following table provides recommendations for Paterson Street fronting the two school zones. 

LOW HANGING FRUIT (IMMEDIATE / LOW COST) STRATEGIC IMPROVEMENTS (LONG TERM / CAPITAL) 
Actionable within < 6 months Requires study and/or budgeting 

Monitoring: Annual speed and volume monitoring should 
take place on Paterson Street to identify trends and 
potentially increasing road speeds. 

Cycling Improvements: Advance a shared road treatment for 
cycling on Paterson Street. This treatment would consist of 
pavement markings and signage.  Cost Estimate: $10,000-$20,000 

Re-Install Centerline Delineation: Continue to install and 
monitor flex posts along Paterson Street, considering the 
needs of access and egress maneuvers. 
 
Consideration to expanding the number of installations 
should be considered to provide a continuous signal to 
drivers along Paterson Street.  

Safe School Routes: Provide additional sidewalks in adjacent 
neighborhoods and adjacent streets, as identified on Schedule 9 
of the MM TMP. This includes extending the existing sidewalks 
beyond Robert Hill Street. Cost Estimate: See TMP 
Traffic Calming Program: The role of Paterson Street as a 
collector will continue to increase with future growth areas. A 
traffic calming program is recommended to minimize speeds on 
the corridor. This can include: Narrowing at the Morton Street 
pedestrian crossing, mid-block centerline narrowings (i.e. flex 
posts) and 5 speed tables placed from north of Morton Street to 
north of Tatra Street. Measures should be placed no more than 
50m apart. Cost Estimate: $50,000-$70,000 
Regulation: Implement a 30 km/h street design and operating 
speed on Paterson Street. Cost Estimate: $7,500-$10,000 

Paterson Street Urban/Rural Transition: As areas south of the school zones develop, opportunities to develop a traffic calmed 
segment of Paterson St south of Tatra St should be explored to enhance road safety. While outside the study area, the presence 
of new development represents new homes for local students. The presence of traffic calming measures, such as raised 
intersection(s), narrowed lanes, designated pedestrian crossings and speed hump installations will reinforce a safe street. The 
practical lower limit of an urban lane with a design speed less than 60 km/h is 3.0m per lane (6.0m of pavement surface) which 
is appropriate for emergency and bus operations. In this configuration, off-street cycling facilities are highly recommended.  

8 Conclusion 
This School Zone Safety Review was completed using a consistent engineering methodology that combines traffic data analysis 
with on-site observations during school arrival and dismissal periods. The intent was to provide the Municipality with a series of 
recommendations for considerations to enhance road safety elements within each school zone. The recommendations are also 
intended to be practical and evidence-based to identify opportunities to further improve safety within municipal school zones. 

Overall, no significant or urgent road safety concerns were identified at the reviewed locations. Existing school zone operations 
and infrastructure are generally functioning as intended. The recommendations presented focus on targeted, low-cost 
improvements to already reasonably safe streets that enhance driver awareness and improve pick-up and drop-off operations, 
as well as longer-term measures that can be considered as part of future capital planning. This review also provides a 
foundation to support ongoing monitoring and the future development of a broader School Safety Plan. 

We trust this memo meets your current needs. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jake Berube, P.Eng. RSP1 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
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Appendix A: 
Summary of Existing Conditions



Pakenham Public School

Pedestrian 
Crossover

Pakenham Public 
School

Crosswalk

Sidewalk has 
stairs, non-

accessible design

Straight segment leading into town 
with minimal urban transitions. Could 
result in some vehicles approaching 

the school at still highway like 
operating speeds

Sidewalk

No passing  (Ra-
10) and school 

zone sign  (Rb-6)

40km/h when flashing 
school sign (Rb-124), 
also aprox 60m south 

of Jeanie St

• 50km/h posted speeds unless during 
school hours where it drops to 40km/h 
on CR29.

• Various gaps in sidewalk facilities, 
particularly on Macfarlane Street.

• Street poles within sidewalk facilities 
could result in constriction points 
making it hard for accessible users to 
navigate.

• Ra-5R signs for pedestrian crosswalk 
up ahead looks faded on both 
directionsSpeed Display 

Board and Data 
Collected

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 22 km/h 25 km/h 113 km/h

SB 20 km/h 23 km/h 64 km/h

School zone sign  (Rb-6) 
approximately 250m north 

of the school

N

No Vehicle 
Parking

No Vehicle 
Parking

Community 
Centre

School Bus Area

Parent Pick-Up 
Drop-Off



Naismith Memorial Public School

Notes: 
• 33 southbound vehicles recorded 

within a 2-week period travelling 
over 60km/h on King St. 

• 20 northbound vehicles recorded 
within a 2-week period travelling 
over 60km/h on King St, including 
one travelling 137km/h at 9:30am 
during a school day (Wednesday). 

• 40km/h posted speeds.
• Generally, a good network of 

sidewalk facilities leading up to 
the school, but lacking 
infrastructure connecting to the 
front door of the school for 
students coming from the north.

Naismith 
Memorial Public 

School

Sidewalk

Speed Display 
Board and Data 

Collected

Bike LaneCrossing of Perth St 
provided as a stop-control 
for westbound approach 

only. Free-flow eastbound
STOP

School zone sign  (Rb-6)

Gravel Path

School accesses lacking active 
transportation facilities. 

Pedestrian crossover on 
Bridge St near Naismith Dr

Crossing of Perth St 
provided as an all-way-

stop-control

STOP

STOP

STOP

School zone sign  (Rb-6)

Crossing of King St 
provided as an all-way-

stop-control

STOP

STOP
STOP

STOP

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 25 km/h 31 km/h 137 km/h

SB 29 km/h 33 km/h 74 km/h

School Bus Area
N

STOP

STOP



Almonte District High School Sidewalk

Notes: 
• Northbound speed data shows 40 vehicles 

travelling above 100km/h, with a maximum speed 
of 118km/h. Of the super-speeders, 25 of them 
occurred between the hours of 7:30am to 8:30pm, 
during hours that students may be near the 
school.

• Southbound speed data shows additional 39 
vehicles travelling above 100km/h, with a 
maximum speed of 127km/h and 21 occurring 
during 7:30am to 8:30pm.

• 40km/h posted speeds. Long straight segment of 
road on Martin St coming from a rural context may 
be resulting in the extreme vehicle speeds noted.  

• Generally, a good network of sidewalk facilities 
leading up to the school. Facilities taper off north 
of Brookdale St, despite more houses located 
north of that road.

Speed Display 
Board and Data 

Collected

Almonte District 
High School

Speed Display 
Board and Data 

Collected

Bike Lane
Multi-Use Pathway

Road becomes rural just north of 
map off a long straight segment. No 
bends or transitions to slow down 
drivers in the changing context.

Pedestrian Signal 
(IPS)

School zone sign  (Rb-6) 
approximately 300m north 

of the school

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 41 km/h 46 km/h 118 km/h

SB 46 km/h 50 km/h 127 km/h

School zone sign  (Rb-6)

N

School Bus Area



R. Tait. McKenzie Public School Sidewalk

Notes: 
• 40km/h posted speeds. Long straight 

segment of road on Paterson St coming 
from a rural context may be resulting in the 
extreme vehicle speeds noted.  

• Generally, a good network of sidewalk 
facilities leading up to the school, but no 
cycling facilities noted. 

R. Tait McKenzie 
Public School

Speed Display 
Board and Data 

Collected

Crossing of Paterson St 
provided as an all-way-

stop-control
STOP

STOP

STOP

Paterson Stret becomes rural about 170m south 
on east side and  600m south on west side. 

Some may still be driving at rural highway speeds. 
No bends or transitions to slow down drivers in 

the changing context.

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 39 km/h 43 km/h 124 km/h

SB 39 km/h 43 km/h 113 km/h

School signage 
north of Houston Dr, 

approximately 
250m north

N
School Bus Area

Parent Pick-up 
Drop-Off Area



Holy Name of Mary Catholic School Sidewalk

Notes: 
• 40km/h posted speeds. Long straight 

segment of road on Paterson St 
coming from a rural context may be 
resulting in the extreme vehicle 
speeds noted.  

• Generally, a good network of 
sidewalk facilities leading up to the 
school, but no cycling facilities 
noted. 

Speed Display 
Board and Data 

Collected
Holy Name of 
Mary Catholic 

School

Pedestrian 
Crossover

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 39 km/h 43 km/h 124 km/h

SB 39 km/h 43 km/h 113 km/h

No passing  (Ra-10) and 
school zone sign  (Rb-6) 

north of Houston Dr

School Zone starts 
south of R. Tait 

McKenzie

N

School Bus Area
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Appendix B: 
Summary of Recommendations for each School Zone Area



Pakenham Public School

Pakenham Public 
School

Sidewalk

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 22 km/h 25 km/h 113 km/h

SB 20 km/h 23 km/h 64 km/h

N

No Vehicle 
Parking

Community 
Centre

School Bus Area

Low Cost:
School Signage

Low Cost:
Ladder 

Markings

Low Cost:
Community Centre Parking 

Lot Pavement Markings

Long Term
Extend Sidewalk to 

formalize pick-up/drop-off

Long Term
Create receiving pad for 

crosswak

Example Pavement Marking



Naismith Memorial Public School

Naismith 
Memorial Public 

School

Sidewalk

Bike Lane

STOP

Gravel Path

STOP

STOP

STOP

STOP

STOP
STOP

STOP

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 25 km/h 31 km/h 137 km/h

SB 29 km/h 33 km/h 74 km/h

School Bus Area

N

STOP

STOP

Low Cost:
No parking signage 

+ Pavement 
Markings near Bus 

Egress

Low Cost:
Prohibit parking on 

east side during 
school periods

Low Cost:
Painted edge line 

for parking

Long Term
Curb Extensions 

At Access

Long Term
Sidewalk 

connection

Long Term
Wider sidewalk 
on King Street

Consider 
alternative 

pick up area

Consider new school 
bus arrangement

Consider new school 
bus arrangement



Almonte District High School Sidewalk

Almonte District 
High School

Bike Lane
Multi-Use PathwayN
School Bus Area

Low Cost:
Bike Lane Marking 

Modifications & Green 
Thermoplastic Paint

Long Term
Bulb-outs to shorten 

walking distance Low Cost:
Flexposts on 
approach to 
intersection

Long Term
Bike lane 
widening



R. Tait. McKenzie Public School

Sidewalk

R. Tait McKenzie 
Public School

STOP

STOP

STOP

N

School Bus Area
Long Term
Sidewalk 

improvements in 
front of access

Low Cost:
Mid-block 
pavement 
markings

Low Cost:
Mid-block 
pavement 
markings

Long Term
Traffic Calming, 
speed tables

Low Cost:
Flexposts on 
approach to 
intersection



Holy Name of Mary Catholic School Sidewalk

Holy Name of 
Mary Catholic 

School

Direction Average 
Speed

85th % 
Speed

Maximum 
Speed

NB 39 km/h 43 km/h 124 km/h

SB 39 km/h 43 km/h 113 km/h

N

School Bus Area

Long Term
Access width 

reduction

Low Cost:
Mid-block 
pavement 
markings

Low Cost:
Mid-block 
pavement 
markings

Low Cost:
Re-instate Flex 

Posts

Long Term
Traffic Calming – 

Raised 
Crosswalk

Long Term
Traffic Calming
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Appendix C: 
Site Visit Observations 



Pakenham Public School
Jeanie Street, no ladder 
markings

Example of Faded Sign Example of Faded Sign

EB Entry into Community
Community Centre Parking 
Lot – Poor markings

Ladder Markings connect from 
TWSI/sidewalk to nothing



Pakenham Public School

Macfarlane-Jeanie
No Sidewalks or markings

Macfarlane-Jeanie
No Sidewalks or markings

Macfarlane-Jeanie
No School zone signage or 
speed limit signage
















	1 Background and Scope
	1.1 School Areas Reviewed
	1.2 Methodology and Approach

	2 Pakenham Public School
	3 Naismith Memorial School



