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3.2 Downtown Residential 

The intent for Downtown Residential designation is for these areas to develop and redevelop over time to allow for 

gradual and gentle residential intensification. The following policies apply: 

1. Low density and medium density residential uses will be permitted to provide for a range of housing types. 

2. Despite Section 3.2.1: 

a. A new single detached dwelling is not permitted unless at least two additional residential units are 

provided on the lot; and 

b. A new semi-detached dwelling is not permitted unless one additional residential unit is provided on 

the lot. 

3. Existing low density residential uses are permitted and encouraged to redevelop to provide for a greater range 

of housing types to accommodate the needs and diversity of future residents and households.  

4. Home based businesses, bed and breakfasts, daycares, and group homes are permitted in accordance with 

the provisions of the Community Official Plan and Comprehensive Zoning By-law.   

5. Development and redevelopment shall conserve the architectural and heritage characteristics of the existing 

building stock in terms of building profiles, massing and height. New development shall demonstrate the 

considerations of the guidelines provided in the Downtown Almonte Heritage Conservation District Plan and 

the Properties Owners Guidelines for Heritage Conservation District where it overlaps with this Plan, and the 

Mississippi Mills Urban Design Guidelines. 

6. The maximum permitted height shall be three (3) storeys and the minimum building height shall be two (2) 

functional storeys. 

7. Notwithstanding Section 3.2.6, building heights of up to four (4) storeys may be considered for additions to the 

rear or side of existing buildings and portions of new buildings provided that such buildings satisfy the 

following: 

a. Is situated on a lot with frontage on a Municipal Arterial or Municipal Collector Road, classified in the 

Municipality of Mississippi Mills Transportation Master Plan; 

b. Building setbacks from the street at or above the second or third storey, to continue the pattern of 

buildings along the street consistent with the existing form and character of development in the 

surrounding area; and 

c. A minimum of 10% of residential units provided are affordable housing units, where affordable is 

defined by the Provincial Planning Statement, as amended, and in accordance with Section 4.3.  

8. The Municipality shall consider a new zone in the Comprehensive Zoning By-law for lands within the Downtown 

Residential Designation to provide additional flexibility to pursue the area's residential intensification, 

affordable housing, and design objectives, including development standards that support a more compact 

form of development. 

3.3 Parks and Open Space 

The Parks and Opens Space designation applies to lands that are part of the Ottawa Valley Recreational Trail, the 

Alameda, Metcalfe Geoheritage Park, Kirkland Park and other open space and urban squares that together provide 

focal areas for passive enjoyment of the riverfront and areas for gatherings and events. The following policies apply: 

1. Parks and other civic uses are permitted including community centres, museums, fair and event grounds, 

athletic facilities and municipal boat launches.  

2. Supporting buildings and structures are permitted up to a maximum cumulative lot coverage of 50%. 

3. Large open space areas such as the Alameda, Metcalfe Geoheritage Park, Kirkland Park and the Riverwalk, 

should be guided by master concept plans to ensure public and private initiatives on these lands result in 

cohesive, accessible development.  

4. The Metcalfe Geoheritage Park forms part of Downtown Almonte and the Municipality should leverage 

opportunities to better connect it to Mill Street and the Riverwalk, both physically and from a wayfinding 

perspective, with an accessible, recognizable, and inviting promenade within a green open, riverfront 

landscape.  
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4. The Municipality will explore opportunities to enhance the accessibility of both existing and new businesses in 

the Downtown.  

5. The Municipality shall implement increases in minimum bicycle parking requirements for all new developments 

or redevelopments within Downtown Almonte to encourage and increase opportunities for active 

transportation. 

6. The Municipality shall evaluate the application of traffic calming measures where appropriate, understanding 

that consultation with Lanark County would be required for any measures along Queen Street and Bridge 

Street. 

7. Municipal collector road segments to and from Downtown Almonte, particularly Main Street and Almonte 

Street, as well as county roads, particularly Bridge Street and Queen Street, shall be enhanced with improved 

cycling facilities in accordance with the Transportation Master Plan. 

8. The Municipality will continue to evaluate and implement pedestrian-only streets for portions of Downtown 

Almonte at specific times and for key large public events, with exceptions for accessibility vehicles, delivery and 

moving trucks, and emergency vehicles. 

4.6 Municipal Services Infrastructure and Sustainability 

As a waterfront community and one whose historic success has been linked with the Mississippi River, future growth 

and development within Downtown Almonte should prioritize sustainability and resiliency principles to promote the on-

going conservation and health of the environment. This includes ensuring servicing infrastructure systems are well 

equipped and able to accommodate the needs of existing and future communities. The following policies will ensure 

that future developments prioritize sustainability and that sufficient servicing capacities are available to sustain 

anticipated growth: 

1. All development and building applications shall be subject to water and wastewater servicing capacity and the 

Mississippi Mills Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan. 

2. Developments are encouraged to implement Low Impact Development (LID) measures intended to minimize 

stormwater run-off and recharge groundwater systems, including rainwater harvesting and reuse systems, bio-

swales or water features, infiltration measures, permeable paving materials and green roofs, into the site 

design. 

3. Developments will feature the latest in sustainable design to reduce energy use, water consumption, land 

consumption, emissions and optimize adaptation and climate resilience. 

4. Landscaping designs for development on private and public properties are encouraged to use only native 

species and drought tolerant species. 

5. Street tree plantings within the right-of-way and along the frontages of private property are encouraged to 

continue the growth of a sustainable urban forest that provides benefits of storm water management and 

shade. 

4.7 Public Art and Placemaking 

The picturesque setting of Downtown Almonte is a source of inspiration that fuels the creativity and imagination of its 

many local gifted residents and artists. Downtown Almonte should continue to cherish and celebrate the rich pool of 

talent within the community as part of a larger placemaking initiative that fosters the development of special places 

and invites visitors and residents alike to stop, enjoy, and gather. The following policies will facilitate placemaking 

initiatives throughout the Downtown, accentuated by public art installations: 

1. The Municipality will support the creation of new public artwork to further contribute to the vibrancy of the 

public realm, mark places of importance and beautify streetscapes, parks and greenspaces, in accordance 

with all other municipal policies. 

2. The Municipality will establish a Downtown Almonte Public Art Strategy that: 

a. identifies appropriate locations for public art installations; 

b. identifies streetscape elements, such as paving, and street furnishings, that should incorporate public 

art; 

c. adheres to the Municipal Public Art Policy and establishes specific policies for public art contributions as 

part of new development on private lands;  
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d. considers grants or other incentives to encourage public art projects by local artists.

3. The Municipality shall establish and implement a clear wayfinding and visual signage strategy, as suggested by

the Public Realm Plan for Almonte Downtown and Ottawa Street.

4. The Municipality shall continue to invest in enhancements to streetscapes, parks and greenspaces and partner

with private property owners to integrate accessible street furniture into the public realm with new furnishings 

complementing the existing features.

5. Developments within Downtown Almonte shall be encouraged to provide art installations and placemaking 

elements, such as street furniture, plaza and patio spaces, and landscaping, within spaces between the street

and the building frontage. 

4.8 Natural Hazards

This Plan acknowledges that there may be properties that are located along the Mississippi River which may contain 

natural hazards, including floodplains. Development within the floodplain or other natural hazards shall be in 

accordance with the Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) and the policies of the Community Official Plan. 
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